
  

Home Visitation Is the Key to Our Ministry 

 

 

As a priest in France in the 1500s, St. Vincent de Paul saw that the kings were building palaces while poor 
farmers could barely survive. It became clear to Vincent that God wanted him to follow a path of active 
charity. But he realized it was impossible for one person to accomplish much alone, so he began organizing 
his parishioners in groups to visit the poor. About 200 years later, Blessed Frederic Ozanam and his 
colleagues began visiting the poor in the streets of Paris, following the example of St. Vincent. Frederic 
founded the Society of St. Vincent dePaul, which today is the largest Catholic lay organization in the world.  

The Society at Saint Pius X 
 
The Saint Pius X Conference is one of several Conferences at parishes in St. Joseph and Elkhart counties. 
Besides helping parishioners in these counties, the Saint Pius X Conference also helps people in need 
throughout the 46530 zip code, as well as some Northern parts of St. Joseph County. 

Vincentians are taught see the face of Christ in everyone and believe that time, talent, and treasure are to 
be shared with the less fortunate. Since the Society was founded in 1833, home visitation has proven over 
and over to be the best way to learn about those in need and the best way to be a servant to them.  

It might be easier to ask people to come to the parish to pick up food, but there are several good reasons to 
do home visits: 

 Going to the homes of those that request assistance usually involves delivering food from the Saint 
Pius X pantry. The sharing of community and food is what the St. Vincent de Paul ministry is about.  

 A home reveals much about the family that lives there. Visiting them in their own surroundings is the 
best way to learn about them and their circumstances. Spending time with them helps Vincentians to 
focus on meeting Christ during those encounters. 

 The home visit provides a chance to enhance the dignity and self-respect of those in need. And the 
quality of the encounters – not the number of encounters – can have an undeniable spiritual impact 
both on the visitors and on the families visited.  

 The poor are often required to go here or go there, even though travel may not be convenient for them. 
It is especially important at times like this that Vincentians help build their self-esteem by going to them. 

 
 

    
    

“ O Divine Master, grant that 
I may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be 
understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love.”  

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi 


